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igkerman Soon Found That a Reporter Could
. Telegraph Not What He Observed and Heard,
but. What the Censors Desired American

REPUBL/IC

' 6”5 NE. X 7 | "“I was not in Germany very long until I was impressed by the remarkable control
? Government had on public opinion by censorship of the press. People believe, wiy
° .

out cxcep!iol}, everything they read in the newspapers.

”
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German army was moving against

Septembey, 1915, while the
g i =l Ry (o the front near Vilna.

ussia like n surging gen, 1 was invited to go
ll{!urir::r the ilﬂm-fon’i:rm eonthe 1 had observed and recorded m:Im.l:t‘hl
ne possible the growing indignation in Germany lr?{-_uu«e the ']‘lll c-
States pormitted the shipment of arms and ammunition to the A t.’.
In June 1 had had an interview with Secretary of State \;(lll J!Iﬂfi“.
in which he protested against the attitude of the United States Gov-
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" Readers to Hear and Know About Germany.
i This Was Their Greatest Mistake
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ernment and said that Americn was not acting as neutral as Ger- | S, . -

many did during the Spanish-American War. e cited page 05 of ]
Andrew D, White’s book, in which Ambassador White suid he pers
sunded Germany not to pormit n German ship lnden with ammunition

.\
e Mr‘p“on of German Joy Over the Lusi- und consigned for Spain to sall. 1 thought that if Germuany had
: tania Horror Passed by the .‘H”itﬂl‘ﬂ Authori- . | adopted such an attitude toward America, in justice 1o Germany
S o] N 1 ! \ . : & i i . roWw ave
~ ties but Suppressed by the Foreign Office. _ : § _ Y \\a|~1l;1r1grlnr: should wtnp}-nwr- nt':m f-".",.'f;'::'u;?].r.:”,.:fn..}':lio;wklma

: C : ! '} me the facts in possession o e Foreig T
~ Inconsistency in Regard to Munitions Shoun | Jamed me Mr. White's book, 1 looked up the data. I found, to mg
. by Actions of Germans Themselves astonishment, that Mr, White reported to the State Department thut
en < . -y oy a ship of ammunition satled from Hamburg and lhnll he had not
9 : . ey | . protested, although the naval attache Kad requested him to do so
FEW weeks Uefore I arrived in Berlin the Germans were excited | ’ The statements of Von Jagow and Mr. White in his :mtulllu_i!l'ul'h.‘
aver the shipment of arms and ammunition from the United did not agree with the facts, Germuny ‘“fi :-'rml :nmnumlm:lh‘-.
bes to the Allies, but by the time I was in Berlin the situation Spain, but Wilhelmstrasse was using M. Whitc's book as proof that

‘h !\[“lllj interests did not '-llll[l!\' oulrr cnemy in 18056

| chan el W gyl follow {14 L s 1 b H I

“. .d to IIIVE K . . On \llii i l llllLI\l[]Nii the Winh o : . s % .

. ‘m uh' “hl(‘ll nppenr l’ in ”Il.‘ K ening S, New dor k: Ihe latte Pt of .‘\(‘]lll. mbei 1 entered Kovno, the npor Ltant
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Seit beute 3 Uhr 30 W
vormitiags ift Prizemysl
in unfecem Befig.

Der Stellverireter bed Cheld bed
ven Pocfer, Feldmaridalentnany,

reid in the newepapers.  And 1 soon discovered that the censor wa

0 dccustomed to dealing with German cditors that he applied the
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telegraph not what he observed and heard, but what the censors

Lussian fortress, vight days after the army captured it. 1 was
The spirit of animosity toward Amcricans which swept Ger- egeorted, together with other fureign correspondents, from one fort
many a few wecks ago seems to have disappenved, The 1400 o unother qwd shown what the |'ur|!,--l“'o-l-(-nhmt-trr puns }’11(;:1
Americans in Berlin and these in the smaller cities of Germuny destroved. 1 saw 400 mu:-l:{m- Runs which were ""!'t-'-”""] ""'I_H '
. : > B TR pieces of heavy artillery. The night before, nt a dinner party, the

have little cause to complain uf'lljc[_ltlf'h‘nllh treatment. Ameri “At Vilna 1 saw 400 machine guns amd 1500 piec uificers had srpued against the United States because of the ship-
gans just arrviving in Derlin in particular comment upon the heavy artillery which were captured from the enemy ment of supplies to Russin. They said that if the United States
friendliness of their reception. The Germans have been cs The officers saild they were made in America.” el not aided Russia that country would not have been able to resist
pecinlly courteous, they declare, on learning of their nationality. the invaders. 1 did not know the facts, but 1 accepted their state-
Feeling ageinst the United States for permitling arms to be ine nte, When | was shown .l!u- machine guns, I om‘mim‘d lh‘t'nl and
IIIIP'P'd %o the Allies still exists, but 1 have not found this feel :imm :-rul l‘h.:l. every one fll Ih-; Nlll wiis rrfndv Iut‘l'.:o-l_'n‘ur .Ingt.lt-

A ‘ i . nerge, Germany, O the 1300 picees of artillery, every cannon was
sing extensive umong the Gormans, Two Anmerwan doctors, samie standands o the foreigh correspondents made in Germany except a few English ship guns, Kovno was for. Nle @onbersMusdgaben bes Berliner Lotal/¥
studying in Germun clinics, declare that the wounded soldic titicd by German artillery, not American, Mrebl 89" unentgeltlid) U8 in unferen flmudiden
Siways telk about “Amerikunische keugel” (American bullets), desired American readers to hear and know about Germans. A few davs laer | entered \'ilrlu;_iin.-i li.rm' 1 Wiks lliﬂ\ln:!.\'«i'“l [ [ S T Ty ——r ey
but it is e observation that the persons most outspuken uguinst I wus in St Quentin, France (which the Gevtmne on their 10l the advance ‘.“JI!”.“..' At dinne Thl.ll night \'thl.l General von Weber, [A Berlin “Extra”]
y the communder ol the vity, the subject of American arms and ammu-

the sale of ammunition to the Alles by American manufacturer withdrawal set on fire), at the headquurters of General vou Below - '
nition was again brougl i The General said they had captured

from the Russians on American machine gun, He added that they
who were waging war in an enemy country. | listened ns they spoks were bringing it in from Smorgon to :?hu\\' the .\mf'l’il'u‘n"- When it
“fhe twenty-fourth | telegraphed: “Despite the bitter criticism of o the luss of Amerivan and other women and children. 1 W pegehed ve the stamp, written in English, showed that it was manu-
the United States by German niwspapers for vefusing to end the amazcd when 1 heard them say that o woman hud no more right o fuctured Ly };un--r-_ ].Il.‘...l-.ll'.'_].'lll']. ”l"llil.!.lillullil' to read Ellﬁlih!ll
frafiic in mllnlil.i(m:s. it is semiollicially expluined th® this does not the Lusitanin than she would have on wn ammunition wagon on G the officer who reported the capture thought the gun was made in

Som The day before 1 was he first-Jine trenches on the Gi

“Pml‘lt u“! real view "f the German Governmeg., :|Ir.1-llli-l'ln'::s t”\]:'illiicl';? .-i:‘,l_{t'.j.l I1 11?-‘r1.'<-:1l-=| lrh':m g l:_lj‘“‘i 1" 1|1‘-'-|u 1-.‘”\|||- re. In Rumuanin [ast December ] followed General von ]"Hlkfllhu‘\'li':i
hlbeen instructed to p(‘!'n'.lil. the newspapers to exprvss themselves \: .II..'H I!ihhh' this Lattléfield, which n yeur sand a0 halt liter wa Armies Lo the Torts ol Buchuvest, On Thanksgiving Day I crossed by
frankly on this subject und on Secretury Eryan's veply to the Von destined to be the scene of the great automobile the Schuvdock Mass. The Rumaniuns had defended, or
Bernstorff note, but it has bheen emphasized that their views reilect quiet and beautiful as thi= picturesque country of north attemptasd to defend, this road by mounting nrmored guns on the
popular opinion and the editorial side of the mntte: and not the was in peace times, Only a few tecnches and barbed-wire entangle- F the mountain ranges iu.liu- Transyivania .-\I||..~. _I
Government. ments marred the scene. oxamineid o whole position hdte and found all turrets made in

“The Lokal Anzeiger, following up its attack of yesterduy, today

e the Americun residents of Berlin, when news cucie May 8 that the Lusitanin wus torpedoed. T ved _ ) ot . . !
e Ny ‘e bullet : - Second. The battle of the Marne and“the shipment of

and ammunition from the United States, AT
Third., The intrigue and widening breach between the -
and navy and the Foreign Office. £
One weapon the Allies used against Germany, which v
effective than all others, was the press. When the Engl
French indicted the Germans as “Barbarians and Huns,” us
and “uncivilized” Europeans, it cut the Germans to the qu
affected men and women so terribly that Germans feared:
attucks more thun they did the combined military might of th
enemies. This is readily understood when one realizes that befs
the war the thing the Germuns prided themselves on was thef
commerce and their civilization—their Kultur. Before ithe war
world was told by every German what the nation had done for
poor, what strides the scientists had made in research work
what progress the business men had made in extending thele
merce at the expense of competitors. Y
While gsome Government officials foresaw the disaster
would come to Germany if this national vanity was paraded bells
the swhole world, their advice and counsel were ignored. Cisl
General Kiliani, the chief German®“official in Australis befof
war, told me he had reported repeatedly to the Foreign
that German business men were injuring their own '--'”
by bragging so much of what they had done and what they S
do. He #aid if it continued the whole world. would be leagued &
Germany; that public opinion would be so strong against o
goods that they would lose their markets. Germany made the's
world fear her commercial nfight by this foolish bragging, -
So when the war broke out and Germans were attackid)
Leing uneivilized in Belgium, for breaking treaties and fof &
garding the opinion of the world, it was but natural that G
vanity should résent it. Germans feared nothing but God asd
opinion. They had such exalted faith in their army they bel
they could gain by might what they had lost in prestige thi
out the world. This is one of the reasons the German peop
like one man when war was declared. They wished and werd %
to show the world that they were the greatest people ever crgill

i wonirrive " . e Lyernia
1 : ' the bulleting as they arvrived, 1 heard the comments ol the
Two weeks later the situation had chaaged considerably, On

. the United States,
T'he censor

L slaughter i history, wi
crest o oo

On May 91 left St. Quentin for Brussels, e | wie permitted Grermany.
by the German Government to senid @ dispateh re Ling the views I did not doubt that the shipment of arms and ammunition to the
says: of the German army in France about the sinking of the Lusituniu. Allies had been a great aid togthem. (T was told in Paris, later,
1 wrote what I thought was a fuir article. 1 told how the hulletin on my way Lo the United States, that if it had not been for the
American ammunitiovn factories France would have been defeated

“‘The answer of the United States is no surprise to Germany,
#nd naturally it fails to convince Germany that a flourishing trade
fn munitions of war is in accord with strict neutrality. The Ger-
man argument was based upon the practice of international law,
but the American reply was based upon the commercial advantages

enjoyed by the ammunition shippers.”” diers and civilians, men and women, in Belgium and France that
neither death nor murder shocked them,

wus posted in front of the Hotel de Ville; how the officers and sol
diers murching to and sway from the front stopped, vread, smiled and
congratulated each other because the navy was at last |||1]-i11u the
wrmy “win the war.,” There were no expressions of regret over the
loss of life. These officers und soldiers had seen =0 many dead, sol-

longr ago.)

But when Germany argued that the United States was not neu-
tral in permitting these shipments to leave American ports, Germany
was forgetting what her own arms and munition factories had done
for Germany's enemics, When the Krupp works sold Russia the
defenses for Kovno, the German Government knew these weapons
would be used against Germany some day, because no nation except
tiermany could atiack Russia by way of that cily. When Krupps
sold war supplies to Rumania. the German Government knew that
if Rumania joined the Allies these supplies would he used against
German soldiers.  But the Government was careful not to report these
facts in Germun newspapers, And, although Secretary of State von
¢ Jugow acknowledged to Ambassudor Gerurd that there was nothing
censorship and had no appeal. in_internationsl law to justify a chunge in Washington's position,

I did not forget this incident, becafise it showed a striking differ Von Jagow’s statements were not permitted to be published in Ger-
ence of opinion between the army, which was fighting for Germany, many.
and the Foreign Office, which was explaining and excusing what the To understand Germany’s reseniment over Mr. Wilson's inter-
army and navy did. The army always justiticd the events in Bel- ference with the submarine warfare, three things must be taken into
giwn, but the Foreign Office did not. And this was the first incident consideration: )
which muade me feel that even in Germany, which was supposed to First. The Allies” charge that all Germans are “Huns
lwr united, there were differences of opinion, and Barbarians."

April 24 was Ven Tirpitz day. It was the anniversary of the
entrance of the Grand Admiral in the German navy fifty vears before
and the eighteenth anniversary of his debut in the Cabinet, a record
'!,nr a German Minister of Marine. There was tremendous rejoicing
throughout the country, and the Admiral, who spent his Prussian
birthday at the Navy Department, was overwhelmed with congratuls-
Sions.  Headed by the Kaiser, telegrams came from every official in
Gemny. The press puaid high tribute to his blockude, declaring
that it was duc to him alone that England was so terror-stricken
by submarines. .

1 was not in Germuny very long until 1 was impressed by the
'gemarkable control she Government had on public opinion by censor-
ship of the press. People believe, without exception, everything they

The telegram was approved by the military censor and for-
wurded to Berline 1 stayed in Belgium two days longer, went te
Lopvain and Liege und reached Berlin May 12, The next dag 1
learned ut the Foreign Office that my dispateh wos stopped hecausc
it conflicted with the opinions which the Germun Government wus
sending officially by wireless to Washinglon and to the American
newspapers, [ folt that this was unfdir, but T was subject to the
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